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Visit our website www.ladybarn.manchester.sch.uk

A big thank you to all the parents for coming on parents evening to share in this celebration of your child’s progress.  
It was great to hear from parents on the night how pleased and proud they are!  From my monitoring of the 
children's books and assessments, it is so pleasing to see the strong progress they are making.

Around school this term, I have been so impressed by the excellent behaviour and the polite manners which the 
children show. I thoroughly enjoyed my weekend with the year 6 pupils at Ghyll Head in the Lake District. The 
children were a pleasure to spend the weekend with and all were able to put all their learning on growth mindset 
and resilience to the test with great success.

Mrs Vyas

STATUE FOR SYLVIA
The amazing banners last year’s year 5 (now year 6) created as part of our 'Statue for Sylvia' project last year with
Historic England are not only nominated for an award, but have also been selected by the ambassadors of the
Pankhurst Centre to be displayed during their Centenary City exhibition which will run at the Pankhurst Centre from
21st November- 10th March 2019. A great achievement!

OCEANS
During their topic on Oceans, the Year 6 children have been
studying ocean geography. They learnt about the decline in shark
numbers over the last 100 years and sustainable fishing practises,
focussing in particular on the barbaric practice of shark fining on
order to make shark fin soup. At the end of their English unit, they
wrote a letter to the Prime Minister, asking her to take action in
this matter.
They enjoyed a visit to the Blue Planet Aquarium where the
children took part in a workshop to continue their learning about
sharks. The children also watched fish and other sea life being fed
by two divers. A highlight was going through the tunnel with glass
that was 6 inch thick.

THROUGH THE VICTORIAN KEYHOLE
For topic launch day on their topic of Through the Victorian
Keyhole, Year 2 explored the differences between modern
schools and schools of the Victorian age. They learnt what life
would have been like for a Victorian child and compared it to
our lives today. They played lots of typical playground games,
skipping games and made their own spinning tops. They
enjoyed a great trip to Portland Basin Museum where they
explored the museum, played with Victorian toys and
experienced what a Victorian school was like.

LIGHT AND DARK
For their topic launch day Year 1 discussed their ideas on light sources. Children
used glow sticks to investigate the best areas in the classroom to make them
glow more. The children have looked at light sources around the school and have
discussed how shadows are made outdoors and will be making their own shadow
puppet. They have investigated facts about owls and are in the process of writing
their own information leaflet about owls. They visited Turbary Woods and met
some real owls! As part of giving back to the community, we will also be taking
the children around the community to deliver Christmas cards and sing Christmas
carols.

REMINDER FOR PARENTS
To avoid choking hazards, please ensure that all grapes in lunch boxes are sliced in half lengthways.
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MONSTERS AND MAGIC

Reception classes dressed up as Magic or Monster characters for their topic launch
day. They made Gruffalos, wands and broomsticks and thought about where they
could fly to. They investigated monster slime and talked about how it feels and what it
looks like using lots of describing words. They then made chocolate apples as a treat!
Outside they made potions by mixing different ingredients together.

They went on an Autumn walk to see if we could spot some signs of Autumn and saw
lots of yellow, brown and orange leaves. They collected some leaves and sticks and
made their own ‘Leaf Person’ picture. The children are now reading ‘Funnybones’ and
are talking about their feelings about what makes them happy, sad or frightened and
what they can do to help us feel better.

TOYS
This term Nursery have been learning about Toys. They found a magical toy
box in the classroom with toys that came to life and played all around the
nursery! They then read a book called the Magical Toy Box and learnt to tell
the story with some actions and sound effects. The children had lots of fun
when their grown-ups came in for the first Stay and Play of the year. They
made amazing play dough models using different colours and added googly
eyes and matchstick arms and legs. They painted teddy bear faces and
added eyes, a nose and a mouth. They showed their grownups around the
learning environment inside and outside, and played with them in the role
play house as well as the toy shop.

FAIR TRADE
For topic launch day in Year 5, the children designed and created
biscuits using Fairtrade products. They hosted their very own ‘Great
British Bake off’ and then evaluated the techniques they used and
what went well. They tasted delicious! The children have had a writing
workshop with the author, Ruth Eastham, who showed them lots of
sophisticated ways in which they could frame their descriptive writing.
The children will be going to the Z-Arts theatre to watch a comedy
version of the classic, Black Beauty. They will also be going to St.
Margaret’s church in Burnage to take part in some festive activities.

ARTISTS OF THE WORLD
The Year 4 topic this half term is all about art and artists from around
the world. The children have been learning about Aboriginal art,
printing, tie dye, recycled artwork, self-portraits and lots more. For
topic launch day they looked at different materials artists use and
thought about how they could reuse some of their old, unwanted
clothes into something useful – a bag! They researched how plastic is
damaging for the environment and how different bags for life are
made and then designed their own from their old t-shirts! They also
had a visitor who taught them all about Quorn and how to cut down
on meat to help the planet without completely changing their diets.
They made a keema curry, sausage rolls and quorn chicken wraps – all
vegetarian.

ROMANS
For topic launch day Year 3 were archaeologists! They had a great time excavating roman artefacts and found lots of
interesting objects and thought about what they might be used for. They learnt about the Roman Empire, and how
the Roman Army invaded much of Europe and parts of Africa, and plotted this on a map. They then acted out being
the Roman Army, with heavy packs on their backs, marching in unison. As a class, they have been learning all about
the Romans as inventors and looking at their fascinating engineering ideas. Did you know they invented straight
roads, aqueducts and libraries? The children have also been finding out about when the Romans invaded Britain and
how they affected the Celts that lived here at the time. They have learnt about black emperors, such as Septimius
Severus and also made their own Roman busts from clay, just as the Romans did 2000 years ago.
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