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Newsletter – Spring 2, 2015 

Visit our website www.ladybarn.manchester.sch.uk 

THE TUDORS 
Year 4 launched their new topic ‘The Tudors’ with a trip 
to Manchester Cathedral. Following an amazing tour 
they sketched the angles in the rafters using binoculars 
to get the detail, they performed a play about various 
Tudor events and wrote with quills and inks! In 
particular they are learning about the life of Margaret 
Beaufort, mother of Henry VIII and how influential 
Henry was on the Tudor dynasty and how important 
Margaret was in shaping the future of women’s rights. 

CIRCUS COMES TO TOWN! 
Year 1 launched their new topic of the circus! They began in the 
morning by looking at a painting by Hank Grebe and discussed 
who was in the picture and tried to find all the circus acts. They 
then listened to music and tried to think of their own theme 
music using musical instruments – it was very noisy! 
 
In the afternoon they painted their faces and had a go at being 
clowns for the afternoon. They danced, created clown art and 
sang songs about the circus.  On Thursday 19th March they will 
be watching an amazing show in a Big Top funded by Kingsway 
Community Trust with all the other Year 1 children in the Trust. 

SPRING WATCH 
The topic for Year 2 this half term is Spring Watch. For 
launch day the children discovered what creatures live 
inside Ladybarn School grounds and what other 
animals and plants share their habitat in the 
surrounding area.  They also made some brilliant bird 
feeders. 
 
They will be taking a trip to Fog Lane Park to 
understand the local area and the types of animals and 
creatures they share the local area with. They also 
have the Bug Man coming into school who will let the 
children hold some of his wild and wonderful 
creatures. 

WORLD WAR 1 
In connection with their topic on the first World War, Year 5 
children are taking part in a large drama production as part of 
the centenary celebrations. For their topic launch day they 
had a drama workshop to experience what life was like during 
the outbreak of the first World War. They used hot seating, 
freezing framing and choral speaking as part of the project. 
They also had the opportunity to examine replica and real 
artefacts from this time period. 
 
They will be taking part in a workshop around life in the 
trenches during the war during their visit to the Imperial War 
Museum, as well as having a self guided tour around the 
museum. 
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Ladybarn Primary School 
YEAR 5 FAMILY READING DETECTIVES WORKSHOP 

Parents and children were given a mystery to solve - who stole the precious, 
unique scarab from the Ancient Egyptian part of the museum?  Working 
together, the family detective teams studied clues to try to work out who 
the thief was! By doing so, children learnt important reading 
comprehension skills.  It was an excellent session, both parents and children 
were fantastic! If you would like the resources to use at home, please ask at 
the office. It was lovely to hear parents talking about the workshop and 
saying things like  "I never knew reading could be so much fun! We have 
both enjoyed working together“ and  "This afternoon has been brilliant, I 
understand now how to help my child with reading comprehension skills. 
Thank you so much." 

AUTHOR VISIT 
Chris Bradford, the author of the Young Samurai and 
Bodyguard series came to visit year 6 recently. Chris  
has written 15 fiction books to date, been published 
in more than 20 languages and nominated for over 30 
book awards. 
 
Chris gave year 5 and 6 an authentic samurai sword 
display and they got to listen and watch a dynamic all-
kicking, all-punching book reading.  They also had the 
chance to explore Japan with a video tour from the 
author’s research trips! 
 
Chris went to lessons and worked with small groups 
and in the afternoon, did a brilliant writers workshop 
with the whole of year 6. Both staff and pupil 
feedback was fantastic.  

KIDSCAN 
The Student Leaders visited the Kidscans lab (a charity 
for children with cancer) at the University of Salford, 
and saw how they research and develop the 'drugs' that 
go towards tackling cancer. The student leaders got a 
tour of the facility and did a really interesting chemistry 
experiment creating reactions between dry-ice and 
different acids and alkalis.  In late June/early July, we 
will be doing a sponsored climb of Kinder Scout to raise 
money for the charity. 

HOMEWORK CLUB DROP IN 
Homework club drop ins are available for families to 
receive homework help. They take place each 
Monday, after school in the new Community Room. 
Parents must accompany their children as we would 
like to share  teaching strategies with them.  Year 6 
children are allowed to come to the session 
unaccompanied as this is also a revision session. 

MUSICAL SHOWCASE 
To celebrate the music talent in both Green End and 
Ladybarn Primary Schools, on Friday 27 March we are 
holding a ‘Musical Showcase’ at the Martin Harris 
Centre, Manchester University.  
  
Our four music groups; guitar, samba, steel pans and 
choir will take part in music workshops led by 
professionals throughout the morning to inspire pupils 
into learning about different instruments.  

SPORTS UPDATE 
Year 4 and 5 children took part in the Citywide 
Swimming Gala at Wythenshawe Forum Swimming 
Centre. They narrowly missed out on getting a medal 
but had a fun day trying. 
 
Year 5  and 6 children played in the Manchester City 
Football Club Competition at the Eithad Campus. 
Ladybarn were put into a very strong group and 
showed moments of brilliant football that caught the 
eye and applause of spectators. Unfortunately they 
didn’t make it out of the group phase but played hard 
and had an amazing time. 
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