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Autumn 1, 2017

Visit our website www.ladybarn.manchester.sch.uk

SETTLING IN
Nursery has been having lots of fun with the new children. We are
really lucky to have a brand new amazing outdoor area for the
children to explore in. We have a fantastic new sandpit where the
children have been digging for treasure and building lots of super
sandcastles. They love the new climbing wall and have made some
delicious pies and cakes in the fabulous outdoor mud kitchen.
The children are really building their confidence to join in at group
time learning sessions. They are making new friends and learning all
about life in nursery. What a super start to the year!

I would like to take this opportunity to welcome everyone to the new school year at Ladybarn, especially our 
extremely cute new Nursery children. Over the summer holiday, the Nursery and Reception playground has been 
completely transformed and we are delighted with these improvements. We were also delighted with our SATs results 
at the end of last year and we will continue this year to expect the same high standards for all the children.
There are lots of things to look forward to throughout this term, as you will see from the list of events.  These include 
groups for parents too.
This term we are focusing on improving the children’s problem solving and reasoning in maths and continuing to get 
the children really excited by reading.  It would be great if you could make sure that your child reads at home each 
evening.  It really is the most vital skill for life.  We are also working on further learning for the children about online 
safety and we will keep you informed about this as we do continue to have so many concerns about how much time 
children are spending on tablets and computers and what many tell us they are accessing.

I thank you for your continued support and hope you join me in looking forward to an exciting term!
Mrs Vyas

OUR NEW TRUST CHARITY – COFFEE 4 CRAIG
This year, our chosen Trust charity, is ‘Coffee 4 Craig’,  helping Manchester's homeless. After our Ramadan 
Fundraiser last term, the team at Coffee for Craig were really grateful and sent a huge thank you to the school 
community for all the fabulous donations for their homeless street kitchens. They commented, "Small children, big 
hearts”.  Look out for the latest news about this charity on our website.

ZOOM TO THE MOON
For their topic for this half term, Year 2 will be finding out all about space. They will be
exploring different textures of the planets through art, learning about the Solar System
including the order of the planets and finally, creating a moon buggy using junk modelling.
The children also have the opportunity to become an astronaut by completing a quiz,
visiting a space centre and by proving their fitness ability!
For topic launch day, they learnt more about the job of an astronaut and then created their
own astronaut portraits using a template and tin foil. They discussed a variety of things that
happen in space and things that don’t – like sound!

TERRIBLE TUDORS
Year 4 are going back in time this half term, finding out all about The Terrible Tudors! Not
only will they be finding out about the main man himself King Henry VIII, they will get to
know his wives, all about crime and punishment and how our country was changed forever
by the Tudor family. For topic launch day they firstly decided to pick the brains of the
children in the classes, finding out what they knew already about the Tudors. Next, they
made a Tudor family tree and discovered so many links between the important people of
the time. Following that, they tried their hands as Tudor portrait artists and also took part in
a reconstruction of ‘The Battle of Bosworth’ which saw King Richard III lose his crown to
Henry Tudor.
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FOOD FROM AROUND THE WORLD
In Reception this half term the children will be looking at food from all over the world. They will be reading Handa’s
Surprise and looking at the fruits. They will be tasting these exotic fruits and investigating them to look at where they
are grown, what they taste/smell like. They will also be making their own little huts using clay and natural materials to
represent Handa’s home in Africa. The children are really looking forward to visiting Pizza Express where they will be
making their own healthy pizzas.

RIGHTS AND REVOLUTION
For their topic of Rights and Revolution, Year 6 will explore how people have defended
their rights and how new laws were established from revolution. In order to launch the
topic, the Year 6 teachers pretended to favour a small group of pupils over the rest of
the class. You can imagine the responses! Most were outraged, some were confused-
this was the starting point for a discussion about rights and equality. The children were
then given a selection of article from the United Nations Convention for the Rights of the
Child. They were asked to rank them in a diamond pattern, placing the ones they felt
were most important at the top prompting some deeper thought about the difference
between what we need and what we want.

MEGASTRUCTURES!
Year 3 will be looking at a range of mega structures in Manchester and in the
wider world this half term. For topic launch day, they received a special video
message from an Investor who wanted to invest in a new mega structure. The
children looked at a variety of mega structures and then made their own collages
by overlapping and underlaying. They found where famous megastructures are on
a map and also had a special mega structure challenge where they had to make a
bridge from paper or straws that would be strong enough to hold a toy car.

ALIEN INVASION!
This half term Year 1 will be invaded by aliens. For topic launch day their classroom
was invaded by Alan the Alien. He made a bit of a mess and left a glitter and slime trail.
He left a message and asked if the children could help him to act and look like a child
so he could carry on living on Earth. The children wanted to help Alan the Alien so they
decided to tell him about what a child looks like. They drew around one of their
classmates and labelled all the body parts.
They will be helping Alan the Alien understand how the school works and will teach
him all about themselves. They will be looking at all the delicious food they eat at
home and telling Alan the Alien how to cook it and all about how it tastes.

REMINDERS FOR PARENTS
Parking Outside School
The parking wardens are working closely with school and fines will be given for all of these incursions.
• There should be no parking outside school on zig zags, double yellow lines
• There are restrictions on single yellow lines at the start and end of the day
• No parking on white lines where there is a dropped curb. 
Can we please also remind parents that they are not to allow children to come to school early and play 
unsupervised on the playground.

THE MELTING POT
This half term Year 5 will be learning about our cultural heritage in Britain.
They will be revisiting the post-war decades with particular emphasis on the
effect immigration has had on creating popular culture in Britain today;
Food, Fashion and Music. For topic launch day they had a special visitor in to
talk to them about immigration from the Commonwealth countries. She
taught the children about the experience of her family in India and the
growth and demise of the British Empire. They talked about the products
they have benefitted from in Britain thanks to the Commonwealth countries.
They even got to try some tea and had a class tea party!
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What’s Happening in Autumn, 2017?

Visit our website www.ladybarn.manchester.sch.uk

Autumn 1

All dates can be subject to change

Autumn 2
Whole school School reopens for Autumn 2 Monday 30th October
Whole school Ghyll Head assembly Wednesday 8th November
Whole school Book Fair assembly Wednesday 15th November
Whole school Book Fair Monday 20 – Friday 24th November
Whole school Teacher training day – school closed to pupils Friday 17th November
Parents Parents Evening 3.30pm – 5.00pm Tuesday 21st November
Parents Parents Evening 3.30pm – 7.30pm Wednesday 22nd November
6C Class assembly Wednesday 29th November
Year 4 Robinwood Residential Friday 24th – Saturday 25th November
Whole school Robinwood assembly Wednesday 6th December
Parents Christmas Fair 3.30pm – 5.00pm Thursday 7th December
Super Stars Gold Trip  Tuesday 12th December
Whole school Out of Hours learning assembly Wednesday 13th December
FS/KS1 Nativity, 9.00am Monday 18th December
FS/KS1 Nativity, 2.00pm Tuesday 19th December
Whole school Christmas lunch Wednesday 20th December
FS/KS1 Christmas parties Thursday 21st December
KS2 Christmas parties Friday 22nd December
Whole school Attendance assemblies Friday 22nd December
Whole school School breaks up – end of Autumn term Friday 22nd December 2017
Whole school School Reopens for pupils for Spring Term Monday 8th January 2018

Whole School Teacher Training Day – School closed to pupils Friday 1st September
Whole School School opens for new term Monday 4th September
Year 4/5 An audience with author Cressida Cowell, Stockport Plaza Tuesday 19th September
6T Class assembly Wednesday 20th September
Year 2 Trip to Jodrell Bank Friday 22nd September
Year 6 Bonfire Safety Talk Monday 25th September
Year 1 Harvest assembly Tuesday 26th September
Trust Trust Olympics G & T children Tuesday 26th September
Year 4/5 Visit from Catherine Millan – Black History workshop Tuesday 26th September
ROF Trip to Pizza Express Tuesday 26th September
Year 1 Harvest assembly Wednesday 27th September
RZK Trip to Pizza Express Wednesday 27th September
Year 3 Parents Mega Structure Parent Workshop Wednesday 27th September
Year 6 Visit by Johnny Woodhams – Creative workshop Friday 29th September
Whole school No pens day Wednesday 4th October
Year 5 Black History Assembly Wednesday 4th October
Whole school Teacher training day – school closed to pupils Friday 6th October
Year 3 Trip to Beetham Tower & Castlefield Urban Heritage park Monday 9th October
Student leaders Trip to Challenge for Change Wednesday 11th October
Whole school Music assembly Wednesday 11th October
Year 6 Ghyll Head residential weekend Friday 13 – Sunday 15th October
Reception Trip to Withington Library Friday 13th October
Whole school Out of Hours learning assembly Monday 16th October
Year 2 Diwali assembly Wednesday 18th October
Year 6 Visit by Charless Bloom – Session on Judiasm Thursday 19th October
Year 5 Z Arts Theatre Trip Friday 20th October
Whole school School closes for Autumn half term holidays Friday 20th October 
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